
athy Gailey likes to ride he:
Sportster 1200 Custom with
her husband of 20 years, AI,
out front braving the traffic

and signaling turns. She is good for
about three hours, tops.
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"Three hours and that's it and then I'm ready to get off.
I mean I'm ready never to get back on it for a long time,"
Gailey says.

This September the Fayetteville realtor joined 27 other youn
breast cancer survivors for the eight day Changing Gears ri
on California freeways, traveling the coasrline from L.A. to
Francisco, raising awareness, challenging preconceptions,
pushing far beyond that three hour joy ride.

At 40, Cathy Gailey is on the journey of her life - sevenye
recovery, there's no rurning back, or riding in the rear view.

Gailey was 33 when she was first exanlined by an obstetrician
lump on her right breast. She wasyoung, had no familyhistory
and at a healthy weight. Her doctor told her to check backin

Gailey is here to tell that story because AI Gailey and her m
better of it, and told her so. Three weeks later she receivedam

and in that shorr space of time the pea-size lump on her breastI
to five centimeters in diameter, or to aboUt tWoinches.

"The biggest thing for me is for young women to know that 1

can get breast cancer. That even though a doctor says it's no b

deal, you're too young, not to listen to that," Gailey says.

"When I lost my hair

instead ifit being tragic

we bought eachof the kids

The mother of two young children at the time of her
diagnosis, Brittany who was seven years of age, and
Kenny at four, Gailey managed her own worries by
concentrating on those of her children.

a razor and let them shave

my head. Ihey got to shave

their i'litials. Ihey put

hearts and they put all kindr

oftittle dood/iesin it;'

"When I lost my hair instead of ir being tragic
we bought each of the kids a razor and ler
them shave my head. They got to shave their
initials. They put hearts and they put all
kinds oflitrle doodlies in it,"Gailey says.

- Cathy Gailey

To her first chemotherapy
appoinrmen t Gailey wore a Cat in
the Hat costume to lighten the:
spirits of her children; when
it came time to be serious

with Kenny and Brittany
about breast cancer, she

sought counsel from a
psychiatrist.
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