
group began and now serves on 

the board She says that sometimes 

the change that occurs in a woman 

who takes part is immediate, but 

then there are others who appear 

not to have gotten anything from 

the ride-and then come back the 

next year to do it again. 

In 2004 Thayer became 

friends with another rider when 

she found out they both collected 

shot glasses. After the ride they e­

mailed and sent each other shot 

glasses. In one e-maiL she told Thayer about riding her new 

2005 Harley- Davidson Softail Deluxe. 

Thayer was shocked to hear that her friend died in January 

2007 because no one knew she was sick. Thayer was even more 

surprised to learn that her friend had willed her the motorcy­

cle-the one she was supposed to be riding. "There were only 

nine miles on it when it was delivered," Thayer says. 

Thayer rode the bike in the 2008 ride, keeping her passenger 

foot pegs down in memory of her friend. 

Campbell says the ride is life-changing for those who seize 

Stacy Thayer, RN, rides the 2005 Hartey-Dal/idson Softail Deluxe that was willed to 
her by a former rider 

the moment. "They want to not 

be the person who has cancer any 

more but the person who hikes 

through a mountain, rides mo­

torcycles, or builds a buildi ng. It's 

an opportunity to create a new 

identity in a short time. To be 

identified by your skills and not 

by your cancer." 

Colette Nichols, one of the 

riders with metastatic disease, 

says she could forget abollt can­

cer while riding. 

"I don't think of the women from the ride as fellow cancer 

survivors but as fellow bikers-who happen to have had can­

cer," Nichols says. "We were brought together by cancer, but 

that wasn't what created the closeness. It was the ride." 

Dwyer and Campbell have helped similar groups start rides 

in New Zealand, and, after the Thunder Ride in Ca.lifornia 

this fall, these groups will assume all the rides while Dwyer and 

Campbell design new adventures. C 

Read breast cancer survivor and editor-at-Iarge Kathy LaTour's dally 

diary and see more photos from the 2008 Amazon Heart Thunder 

motorcycle ride at www.curetoday.com/warrior_survivors. " 

Amazon Heart 2008 riders came from eight states, the U.K., and Australia (author I(athy La Tour at far right). 

W IV VI . CUR E TOO A Y . COM 59 

• 


