
Serving Belfair - Allyn - Grapeview - Tahuya - Mason Lake - South Shore - Victor

Thursday, April 7, 2005 Section ofthe Shelton-MasonCountyJJournal

Belfair woman will participate
in 'Global Run' to fight cancer

Gigi McKay, a co-owner and co-
driver of Belfair's Namron Racing
Team's 5-liter hydroplane, is one
of 40 women that have been se-
lected from the United States, the
United Kingdom and Australia to
take part in "Changing Gears -
The Global Run."

McKay will ride in the United
States' leg of the motorcycle event
in Southern California in late
September.

The goal of this unique event is
to raise awareness and funds for
.breast cancer support programs

in all three countries. All of the
official riders and support van
drivers selected in Changing
Gears are young breast-cancer
survivors.

"RIDING WAS the thing that
kept me from feeling. sorry for
myself and giving in to cancer,"
McKay said. "1 knew that as long
as 1 could ride 1 could kick can-
cer's butt. I was strong because I
rode."

Changing Gears is a global mo-
torcycle relay where 'young

breast-cancer survivors from
across the world will take part in
one-week rides in the three coun-
tries. Participants arrive three
days early for practice rides be-
fore setting out on the adventure
of a lifetime.

Applications for the ride were
recruited through publicity and e-
mail campaigns and women's mo-
torcycling groups. Changing
Gears officials have noted that
the standard of applications was
very high and the personal ex-
periences shared were all compel-

ling. Final selections were based
on motorcycling e~perienc~, geo-
graphic distribution, diversity of
participants and logistical consid-
erations.

"To be able to be a part of
Changing Gears is a dream come
true," McKay said. "It is so impor-
tant to educate young women
about breast cancer and that life
does go on after a diagnosis."

NO ONE KNOWS that better
than McKay. Besides surviving
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